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presenting itself. We have, first, the, enlargement of the older constitution,
on the same principles, in the addition to the number of senators and of she
centuries of the knights, commonly ascribed to Tarquinius Priscus. Second,
we have the establishment of a new constitution on different principles, in
the famous classes and centuries of Servius Tullius. And, third, we have the
overthrow, to speak generally, of this new constitution, and the return to
the older state of things, modified by the great increase of the king's power,
in the revolution effected by Tarquinius Superbus, and in his subsequent
despotism.                                                                         . .

The old constitution was enlarged upon the same principles, in the
increase of the number of senators, and of the centuries of the knights. It
has been already shown that the older cons^.-
tution was an oligarchy, as far as the clients
and commons were concerned; it is no less
true, that it was democratical, as far as regarded
the relations of the citizens, or members of the
houses, to each other. Both these characters,
with a slight modification, were preserved in
the changes made by Tarquinius Priscus. He
doubled, it is said, the actual number of sena-
tors, or rather of patrician houses; which in-
volved a corresponding increase in the numbers
of the senate; but the houses thus ennobled,
to use a modern term, were distinguished from
the old by the title of the "lesser houses";
and their senators did not vote till after the
senators of the greater houses.

According to the same system, the king
proposed to double the number of the tribes,
that is, to divide his newly created houses into
three tribes, to stand beside the three tribes
of the old houses, the Ramnes, Titles, and Lu-
ceres. Now as the military divisions of the
old commonwealths went along with the civil
divisions, the tribes of the commonwealth were
the centuries of the army; and if three new
tribes were added, it involved also the addition
of three new centuries of knights or horsemen;
and it is in this form that the proposed change
is represented in the common stories. But
here it is said that the interest of the old citizens, taking the shape of a
religious objection, was strong enough to force the king to modify his
project. No new tribes were created, and consequently no new centuries;
but the new houses were enrolled in the three old centuries, so as to form a
second division in each, and thus to continue inferior in dignity to the old
houses in every relation of the commonwealth. It may be fairly supposed,
that these second centuries in the army were also second tribes and second
curia in the civil divisions of the state; and that the members of the
new houses voted after those of the old ones no less in the great council,
the comitia of the curise, than in the smaller council of the senate.

The causes which led to this enlargement of the old constitution may be
readily conceived. Whether Tarquinius was a Latin or an Etruscan, all the
atones agree in representing him as a foreigner, who gained the throne by
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